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Lille. At this juncture the municipality behaved with the
utmost patriotism. Instead of opposing the ouvriers, as might
have been the case in a more inland town, all classes united
to prepare for the defence of-the city. The bourgeois gave
their money, the poor their services. The result of this
unanimous enthusiasm was to keep the Austrians at bay, the
defence of Lille became famous in republican France, and the
city was declared " to have deserved well of the Kepublic."1

Before the outbreak of the war, the Comte de Narbonne
had announced to the Legislative Assembly that, in addition
to the three great armies of Rochambeau, Luckner, and Lafa-
yette, he had established two armies of observation in
Franche-Comte' and in Provence, under the command of
Generals Montesquiou and Anselme, the operations of which
were most important, but cannot compare in interest with
those of the Army of the Khine. General Biron, who was
believed to have conducted the operations in Belgium in the
summer with ability, though without great success, had suc-
ceeded Marshal Luckner in the command of this army in July,
1792, and a second in command to him was appointed in the
person of General Custine, Generals Biron and Custine were
both nobles and officers of the " ancien regime/' who had served
in America, and had both sat in the Constituent Assembly.
Biron was then known by his title of the Due de Lauzun,
and had been famous in his younger days as the intimate
friend of the Duke of Orleans. He had followed that prince's
admiration of English customs, and had been a great supporter
of English horse-racing, and the chief employer of English
jockeys. But while enjoying himself as a frivolous man
of pleasure and a debauchee, he was nevertheless the friend
and boon companion of the Marquis de Sillery, a man of con-
siderable ability. In 1789 he earnestly hoped that events
would call the Duke of Orleans, if not to the throne, at least
to the lieutenant-generalship of the kingdom, and that he
would then obtain an important military command. His

1 Les Sept Sityes de Lille, by Brun-Lavamne and Elie Brim, pp, 457-
476, Lille, 1838 , Derode's Hiskom de Lille, vol. m.